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OPINION Extremists give Lincoln County the shaft Expediax
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counting tortoises.
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On Monday, Judge Hagen ruled that before the Bureau of
Land Management can dispose of the land, as authorized
by the federal Lincoln County Land Act of 2000, the agency
must complete an environmental impact statement. As a
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. which had been slated for August.
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But no. Three out-of-state environmental groups have
P Health & Fitness abused the litigation process and placed the fate of
P Home & Garden endangered tortoises -- which may or may not be situated
on the land in question, and for which millions of acres
P Legal Center .
have already been barred to meaningful human use --
P Money above the welfare of the actual people of Lincoln County ...
b Obituaries not to mention those who might move there and pay taxes
if the land were made available for development.
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land sales can go forward? You can bet the greens will be
ready to file another round of lawsuits to impose further
delays, protesting the results of the very EIS process they
now demand.

Said attorney Christopher Krupp of the Western Land
Exchange Project, representing the three out-of-state
environmental groups: "BLM acts as though its role is to
expedite the rapid development of southeastern Nevada."
Well, it should be.

In a better world, Mr. Krupp and his cohorts would be
forced to compensate the people of Lincoln County for the
tax revenues they'll forgo as a consequence of this lawsuit.

Since that won't happen, at the very least, individuals or
organizations with absolutely no connection with Southern
Nevada or her people should lose their standing to bring
lawsuits that prevent us from becoming stewards of our
own lands. The Endangered Species Act -- for starters --
must be revamped, if not repealed entirely.

G&SsAVETHIS GEAEMAILTHIE @ESHFPRINT THIS @ 55 MOST POPULAR

Nevada News | Sports | Business | Living | Opinion | Neon | Classifieds

Current Edition | Archive | Search | Print Edition | Online Edition
Contact the R-J | HOME

Copyright © Las Vegas Review-Journal, 1997 - 2003
Stephens Media Group Privacy Statement

lasvegas.com

Page 2 of 2

4/5/2004



